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London, April 10, 1850.
Although London is at the present time crowded

with people, and the season, both for Parliamen¬
tary business and fashionable gatherings and public
amusements, fully commenced, yet there is a great
dearth of events and matter of public interest. Par¬
liament re-assembled after the Easter recess on the
8ih instant, but nothing of importance has yet taken
place, although all parties appear to be buckling on

their armor previous to a general melee on the
subjects of retrenchment, economy, <Xtc. Ruinor
strengthens almost daily respecting an approaching
change in the Ministry. The Earl of Clarendon
will, it is said, take office under a new organiza¬
tion of the Cabinet, and if Sir Robert Peel does
not absolutely do the same, report is very prevalent
that such arrangements will be made as will identify
him and his friends with the existing Administrction.
In fact, although no important divisions have taken
place since the recess, yet those which have oc¬
curred clearly show that the agricultural protec¬
tionists and the old Tory rump in Parliament so
far identify their cause with that of reform and re¬
trenchment as to induce them to vote with even
the ultra Radicals, upon any and all questions
which tend to embarrass Ministers. Thus, upon a

trilling division the other night, on a question rela¬
ting to improving the accommodation provided for
assistant surgeons on board ships of war, Ministers
were defeated by a majority of forty-eight against
forty. Of the former, twelve were Protectionists
of the old school, nine were Conservatives of the
Peel parly, and the remaining twenty-seven Radi¬
cal Reformers : whilst of the forty who voted with
Ministers, no k-s than seventeen were absolutely
either in the Cabinet or held high and importantoffices under the Government. Again last night,
when Lord Duncan brought forward his motion for
the repeal of the window tax, a considerable num¬
ber of Tories and Protectionists voted with the Re¬
formers, ami the motion was rejected by a ministe¬
rial majority of only three ; the vote being eighty
in favor of retaining the tax, whilst seventy-sevenvoted for its repeal. This state of things* cannot
last; Lord John Russell must add either to the
physical or the moral force of his Government, or
he will be defeated ; and the best friends of the
Whigs begin to admit that such is the present posi¬
tion of political parties. Mr. D'Israeli does not
appear satisfied with the committee which Lord
John Russell proposes to raise on the subject ot
salaries, retrenchment, <fcc., and has stated that he
shall support a motion for a much more searching
inquiry and more stringent measures upon the sub¬
ject than he supposes will be likely to be produced
by Lord John's committee. The ministerial mea-
sure will be introduce*! on Friday evening; after
which we may probably form a correct opinion
upon the subject; but at present the apparent junc-
tion of the Protectionists and the Reformers uponthis and other leading points of policy look veryunfavorable for tne present Administration.
The returns of the revenue for the quarter just j

terminated have, however, been directly opposite
to the predictions of the Protectionists. The
Gazette of yesterday announces that the exact
surplus of revenue over expenditure for the yearwhich ended 5th January, 1850, was £2,098,126
2s. Id., and the quarter which ended 5th instant,
instead of showing that alarming indication of ruin
and progress towards national bankruptcy which
was prophesied, shows an increase of £1,854 over
the similar quarter of 1849. The income and pro¬
perty tax is now perhaps one of the best gauges of
the condition of the people generally, and If the
amount this tax produced in 1849-'50 belongs
solely to that year, and is not to any considerable
degree made up of arrears of former years, it indi¬
cates an augmentation in the income of those classes
who pay it of about £ 100,000,000, or twenty-five

» per cent, on the estimated aggregate income of the
United Kingdom. In whatever light this fact maybe viewed, or however much it may be modified, it
is still one which bears convincing testimony to the
stability of the resources of the country, and proves
that the condition of the trading and producing
classes, and, we hope, that of the landed and agri¬cultural interests, notwithstanding the present de¬
pression of the grain market, is improving rapidly.
This is a well founded hope, if the state of the re¬
venue is to be regarded as furnishing evidence of I
any thing. The Morning Herald, however, and
other journals of the "croaking" school, say that
the severest trial-time has not yet come, and that
the results of free trade on the farming interests will
be tested within the.next twelve months. We are
afraid that both farmers and laborers are suffering at

present, but there is every reason to hope that such
suffering will be only very temporary, being the
unavoidable consequence of a change of policy,
that change being from an erroneous, partial, and
unjust course, to a judicious, liberal, and equitable
one. The Protectionists have more than once made
an assertion that British cotton and woollen manu¬
factures were still protected by duties to the extent
of teu per cent. A return, made on the motion of
Mr. Hume, proves the fallacy of this assertion.
This return shows that the revenue collected from
imported manufactures of all kinds during 1849,
and which amount indicates the extent of protec¬
tion to those of home production, was £476,476 ;
while on imported agricultural produce of every
kind, the amount thus collected in the form of im¬
port duties was £1,062.506, of which the duty on
com was no less than £637,814, that on all other
articles £424,092.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in reply to

Lord Duncan, in relation to the window tax, slated
that the lax could not be said to bear oppressively
upon the poorer classes of society, nor to have an
impeding effect upon projected sanitary improve¬
ment, since " out of the three millions and a half of
* houses in the country, only half a million were
4 liable to the window tax; the other three millions,
4 being the residences of the poorer classes, were
4 entirely exempt from it." The annual produceof the window tax is about £1,800,000, and the
Chancellor of the Exchequer said Government
could not get on without it. Mr. Hume, in re¬
ply, had no doubt that if Parliament repealed the
tax, Ministers could very promptly reduce their esti¬
mates so as to fail within the diminished revenue.
The division upon this question is regarded as a
Ministerial defeat, especially as Lord John Russell
was supported by all his official staff, whilst several
members who would have voted for Lord Duncan's
motion were shut out of the division.
The Quarterly Review, in its very spacious but

clever article " Fact*from Figure*" gives the fol¬
lowing statement of the comparative amounts of
the exports and imports of England, France, and
the United States, for two periods of four years
each, in order to show that the imports of France
have increased in a twofold proportion to those of
England; whilst the exports of France have in¬
creased nearly five times as fast as those of Eng¬
land, and the exports of the United Stales aboul
twice an fast:

Import*. England. France. IT. 8iat?«.
Ar. from 18IG t.i'20 £31,273,309 13,045,168 82,391,988

1810:o'41 £<0 510,112 45,564,747 22,206,071
Increase. 12 p.r c». 250 pt r ct. Nil.

Exrnirrs
Av. from Jfi £40,311,055 17,420,900 12,900,45(9

1840*o'44 £*>2 2.<6,963 41,242,231 20,448,221
increase 80 p*r rt 142 pr.r ct. 60 per ct.^
We have rot the means at hand of verifying these
figures ; but, as they are said to have been si^plied

bv Mr. G. F. Young, one of our best informed
London merchants, we presume they are correct.

Your American Almanac for the present year
states the entire extent of railroads in operation in

the United States to be 0,117 miles. An English
return makes the entire extent of railroads in ureal

Britain, in operation on 1st June last, to be 0,447
miles, and the number of persons employed thereon
55,968, or rather more than ten to a mile.
Our English journals show, by their comments

upon the debates in your Senate on the subject ot
slavery, that they really know very little about the
matter; but now and then there is a very lair
quantity of good sense as well as ol good leeling
exhibited. The latter, by the by, is seldom want-

ing in the leading newspapers, which is very plea¬
sant to read and gratifying to have to record. We
will venture to notice two instances. I he first is

from the Economist of the 6th instant. An edi-
torial article therein says: " All the business ot

I * society, notwithstanding the Senate of the United Sta'es
4 was wholly engrossed with the slavery debate, was going oil
' as vigorously as ever. Never was it more active, Some
4 of the j urnals begin to write against speculation, and pre-
« diet a period of collapse, regarding the present activity as a
' vast inflation not to be sustained. The prosperity is altrac-
4 tivef and it id the boast ol toroe of the journals that while
« the members of Congress are daily threatening a dissolution
4 of the Union, neighboring States and countries are anxious
. to be admitted members of it. Canada talks of annexation;
4 California is'pressing for admbsion ; Cuba is ready to join
. it, and is only withheld by the power ot Spain, and the mo-
4 dtsty and integrity of the United Slates in refusing to ac-
. cede to its wishes, and to grant some assistance to accom-
4 jilish them. Mexico has laid aside, it is said, its hostile
. feelings, and its people are looking forward earnestly and
4 anxiously to incorporation. Central America, too, is soli-
' citing a closer connexion, and hoping for the lima to come
' when it shall form a part of the great republic that is to
4 stretch over the whole continent. Events are advancing
4 rapidly, though the Congress may stand still. Society will
« not wait for its leave to live, and thrive, and grow, and will,
4 in some way or other, settle the sluvery question ; perhaps
4 before Congress has done talking about it. In America it
4 is seen more clearly than in Europe that society moves fas-
4 ler than legislation, and does not depend on that to regu-
4 late its future existence. Thus, while members of Congress
4 are threatening dismemberment, there is gathering round
4 the States as a nucleus other States ready to adhere to it
4 and increase it on every side. It is swelling, too, by immi-
4 gration from every quarter, and exhibiting the extraordinary
4 spectacle of men of nearly every lineage of the earth being
4 harmoniously absorbed by the great Anglo-Saxon family,
4 and becoming one with it. The reverse of the phenomenon
. that occurred on the plains of Babel seems therein progress,
4 and many, if not brauche* of all the various nations of the
' e trih, are uniting to use one tongue and live under one law."

The,temper and tone of the following extract
from the Examiner are not to be found fault with ;
but the ignorance which suggested the passage we
have italicized is unpardonable, particularly in a

journal like the Examiner, which is the text-book
of a large class of readers, and a publication of
great talent and liberality. 44 Absorbed in this great
4 domestic quarrel, (slavery,) the United Mates Government
4 in Congress seems to have neither leisure nor inclination for
4 either quarrel or rivalry with European Slates. Notwith-
4 standing our differences on one or two points, we have every
4 reason to be satisfied with the Americans and their Govern*
4 ment. The Musquito affair has been most happily and fair!y
4 se'tled ; and notwithstanding the unwillingness of the Cabi-
4 net at Washington to admit a fair reciprocity of duties with
4 Canada, to consider California as exempt from the rule Of a
4 coasting party, or to resist demands for raising their tariff,
4 we must consider the Government at Washington as a most
4 friendly one. As to the tariff, tint portion of it on which
4 the American Cabinet is likely to give way inflicts so pal-
4 pable a wrong on American interests that it quile dispenses
4 with English argument against it. The great raw materials
4 of coal and iron are what chiefly clamor for protection, bothI 4 unu-orthy of it and utterly incapable of supplying the
4 demand, as generally happens where protection is clamored
4 for. But the State of Pennsylvania, which is rich in these
. products, is so populous and powerful, and at the same time
4 so placed between the contending portions of North and
* South, that it possesses the absolute power cf deciding and
4 turning the color of an election. The demands of Penn«yl-
4 vania, therefore, are not to be resisted. The only reliance
4 must be"on its future enlightenment and increased wisdom."

There are other great and palpable errors in this
extract, besides the one we have designated, show¬
ing the great ignorance of the writer as to the na¬
ture of your institutions, and the relative weight,influence, and tendencies of the different portions
of your Confederation.
The Morning Chronicle, which has lately in¬

clined to be more vituperative than argumentative,and has, in its zeal to serve a party, ceased to be
what it was when the enlightened Perry was its
presiding genius.the advocate of mankind.has an
article headed 41 Sir Henry Jiulwcr and the Ame¬
rican Protectionistsin which it speaks of the
44 amazing ignorance of public law which led the
4 American people into many absurdities, and their
. rulers into a few serious mistakes." As the
writer does not inform us in what this ignorance,and these absurdities and mistakes consisted, he
does not furnish the means of removing the one, or
correcting the other.
The town of Liverpool has begun to take its

share in the great exhibition of 1851. It purposes
tj prepare a model of its docks, exhibiting the whole length
of the present sea-wall (five miles) and the commercial por¬
tion of the town, including St. (Jeorge's Hall, the Railway
Stitions, the Markets, Custom House, Town Hall, several
Churches, and the greater portion of the Warehouses, on a
scale of eight feet to a n}i'e. It is also proposed to exhibit a

comprehensive collection of ihe principal articles impoited into
Liverpool, with an appropriate description of each.
Our Grain market is still further depressed. The wool

and timber trades are brisk. Silk very inactive. Cotton ajioul
the same, but, if any change, a little in advance. Colfee is
the subject of much speculation, but not much incrrascd in
price. The adulteration of coffee by chicciry is immense.
A respectable grocer, in a fashionable watering plaie, gives
the following proportions: For ihe .'shilling cojfte," the
cbiccory was to the ci flVeos three to one; for the 44 one andf/ur
penny" as Jive to two.- and in the "one and eight penny,"
the le?t quality, the proportions were equal. There is a strong
feeling growing up in the public mind about this imposition
in the sale of what is called coffee.
The deaths in London, du'ing the pist week, have slight¬

ly diminished, having b;en 1,124 ; they are, however, sti.lcon
siderably above the average of the list ten year-", which, al¬
lowing for the increased population, was 1,001. The weather
is n itv very mild and genial, with geotlo spring showers; the
he.lgerowa are unfolding their bright green leaves, the grass
of the pastures and meadows is springing up soft and luxu¬
riant, and the gardens giving promise of flower and fruit. The
balrriness of the air, and the mild beauty and natuial objects
ha^ a grateful influence over boih mind and body, which
piobably no season and no position can so fully produce as a

spring-day in England.
The Continent of Europe is also, in a great mea¬

sure, a blank. France affords nothing new. The
panic caused by the result of the late elections has,
in a great measure, subsided ; but, with the restless¬
ness characteristic of the French people, they are
now full of anxiety about the next, which will lake
place on the 28th instant. It is not exactly knownwho will be the candidate for either party to supplythe vacancy caused by the resignation of M. Vidal.
Very little importance is attached to the instill

.1 which the President received from the inob in the
Faubourg St. Antoine on Easter Monday. It is
regarded as an act of great imprudence for the head
of the Government to drive in full uniform throughthat quarter on a fair or festival day ; and the French
papers make allowance for the populace in such a

place on such a holyday. The indications, how¬
ever, of the growing hostility of this class of the
people of Paris to the existing Government, is not

to be overlooked. There is no doubt that, on both
sides, this hostility between the party which is re¬

presented by the majority of the Assembly and of
France, and the Red faction, ii very rapidly increasing in in¬
tently. IS'o doubt, however, seems to be entertained of the
efficiency and fidelity of the troops in and aboat Pari*, which
form an army of upwards of 60,000 men ; and the military
skill and intrepidity of General Charsabhikr are the real
securities on which the protection of society depends. The
Paris manufacturers have lately received numerous orders
from abroaJ, especially from Spain and Switzerland, and the
operatives are in full employment. The accounts from the
provinces are also favorable. The markets of Havre and
Bordeaux ate more animated. The manufacturers of Rouen
are also fully employed. Several vessels are loading with
French produce for San Francisco. Agriculture is, however,
sadly depressed by the low prices of produce, which do not
receive any upward impulse by the satisfactory appearance
of the growing crops. Vast quantities of wine and brandy
have arrived at the ports from the interior, and much business
is transacting in those articles. Burgundy wines have expe¬
rienced a rise in consequence of letters from Auxerre, announc¬

ing that the wines of tha vintage of 1819 are becoming tart.

On the whole, the state of Franc! it Would be very satisfactory,
could we feel a little more assurance of the permanence of po¬
litical arrangements.
Spa is goes on realizing the hopes we have lately very

gladly been indulging in. The reconciliation between
England and 8pain is positively said to have been ef¬
fected. Devoted as Spain has hitherto been to the in¬
terests of the Holy Pontiff, she is now at loggerheads with
his Nuncio, and that too upon a point which abows that,
though desirous of being tbo frietjd of the Pope, she will no

longer submit to his dic ation in her home affairs. The
Nuncio had demanded that the religious communities, hitherto
the oppressive incubus and retarding pest of all the beat inter¬
ests of Spain, should be re-established, and that an ecclesias¬
tical tribunal, dependant on the Holy See, should be created.
This demand the royal council of Spain refused ; it was re-

itera o ', and thereupon the Government stoppeii the enrol¬
ment ol the Papal legion in Spain. We wish ws could see

any ovidence of vitality in Portugal. Either the Poi*k is
as whimsical and variable as a spoiled child, »r the foreign
correspondents of the London press have beei sadly at fault
'n obtaining reliable intelligence concerning iim and his in¬
tentions. The rumor now is, that His Holxkss has been
hitherto prevented from leaving the Neapoltan dominions
through the influence, ii not the absolute restraint, of the
King of Naples, and that the French autiorities at Rome
have, at last, plainly intimated to his Maje.f that, if any fur¬
ther undue influence was exerted over the ntnd or person of
the Holy Father, the French fleet at Naplej would adopt very f
summary measures towards the royal navy md palace in that
ci'y* consequence of this threat, it is now asserted that
Pio Noho would bid adieu to his royal frend on Thursday
last, the 4th instant ; but whether he woud go to Rome, or |
remain at Terracina, (a town in the Canpagna di Roma,
and part of the Papal States,) is a matter >f doubt. Should
he stop short of Rome, it will clearly indiiate that he cannot

yet trust the people of his capital. We iave no news from]
any other part of Italy.
^Gekmant is still the arena of political controversy and

State management. The Berlin correspendent of the Times
says, " I he present difficulties and divisions of Germany
4 make the degree of union obtained under the old confedera-
«tion appear as enviable, and a better defence against Russia
'influence, than any thing at prespnt likely to succeed it."
This is a lamentable conclusion to arrke at; we trust, how
ever, that it is not the true one. So fa- as England and the
peace of Europe are concerned, this would be a most unfor-J
tunate result. e are no friends to the undue ambition of]
Prussia, or that of any other power; but we have a greater
dread of the imbecility of Austria, backed and encouraged by
t.ie influence of Russia. Phis has led us to look with sorrow

at the rapid defection of important German States and King¬
doms, from the confederation with Prussia, either to join
Austria in her maudlin attempts to restore the old regime,
or to form wild and impracticable plans of their own. As at

present advised, Austria, Bavaria, Wirtemberg, and Saxony,
with a German population of about 17,000,000, are banded
together to restore something approaching to the o'd German
Diet; Hanover, Holstein, Luxembourg, Frankfort, and two
or three oiher minor Powers, with an aggregate German popu¬
lation of about 3,000,000, rennin neutral; leaving Prussia,
with the remainder of Germany, and a German population of
about 22,500,000, to be represented, and act together at Er- f
furt. i tc Parliament at Erfurt consists of an upper house
of 95 member?, of which Prussia sends -10, and a lower
house of 224 members, of whom 153 are from Prussia.
Prussia has, therefore, a majority of 92 in the lower house,
and a majority of 77 on joint ballot. The Prussian confede¬
ration is, however, threatened with the further defection of
Oidi nburg, and Hesse, and Mecklenburg. The loss of Hesse
would be of the most important consequences to Prussia, be
cause it wuild cut her off from her most valuable ally, Baden.
It was provided in the Prussian Constitution, that those Pow¬
ers which accepted it, and afterwards separa ed from the
i russian Luion, should be tried by a federal tribunal. Prus-I
sia has summoned Hanover before such a tribunal, which, if|
the business be persisted in, will most assuredly condemn her.
It then would ba lor Prussia to occupy Hanover with her armies;
this she could accomplish in thenty-four houra, for she would,
probably, not meet with much opposition from the Hanove¬
rians. But, it may fairly be asked, his Prussia the courage to
take this step ? VVe think not. If Prussia were to occupy
Hanover, the Austrians woald probably defend Saxony, by
marching an army into her country. It is not very likely
that any absolute collision would ensue, but there would lie
muc.i harsh and tedious negotiation. Should Prussia refuse
to take this ifecided attitude, she had better abandon all at-

temp's to establish a German league, for it would then be
evident that she had not the courage to carry forward her own
stipulations to their legitimate issue. The Prussian Minister?,
Manteuifel, Brandenburg, and Radowctchz, are all firm men,
and apparently deteimined to employ force. They have al¬
ready reca lb d the Prussian Ambassadors from the courts of
Hanover and VV irtemberg ; and the only unsolved question i-i
the firmness of the King. Jf he have courage he will carry
the day ; for Russia, notwithstanding her increase of force in
1 oland, her menacing note to Prussia, and her dictatorial at
titude, will not ri-k a war with Germany ; and a collision be¬
tween Aus'ria and Prussia would be the sig-.al for the diaso
lution of the Austrian Empire, and the rising of every one of!
her provinces. The most important opponent Prussia has in
Germany is Bavaria, as represented l»y her very talented Min-1
ister Voi* nun Pportai., who, if he had hia way, w.,nlJ, by
his policy, defeat the objects of Prussia more than the armies
of Austria or the menaces Russia would be able todo. Von
der Pforten is an extreme liberal, and thought that Bavaria
might bid agai st Piuwia, by proposing a more liberal consti¬
tution for Germany than that which Prussia has proclaimed
But \ on der P orten's plan has been so metamorph. aed and
neutralized by Schwartzenburg and the Russian agents that
it will no long, r suit the Germans of the P(Ufl8ian league,
for it is no * more despotic than even the old German Diet
itself, which Austria would like to have re established ; be¬
cause she could then retain the domination over the Empire,
and Russia would aid in re-establishing, because it would keep
Germany weak. The great error which Prusvi* has com¬
mitted, but which she may yet remedy, seems to be in hav
ing d. perded upon her army, and not ujHin the Prussian and
German people. If the reliance had been, or was now upon
the latter, the King might unhesitatingly defy all threats and
all the power of Austria and Russia united.

Aprit J2th.
German affiurs now take another phase; Prussi, |ias with¬

drawn her complaints, which took the form of an indictment
against Hanoier and Kaxony. This proceeding has been
adop ed, we are told, in consequence of f.esh proposals hav¬
ing Leen made by the Austrian Government. The Cabinet
of Russia has also, it is said, addressed a very friendly note
to the Prussian and Austrian Governments, recommending a
more conciliatory p.licy on both side, and at the same time
making no ofjectioiis whatever to the more intimate confede¬
ration which the Prussian Government advocate*. Should
these rumors be correct, (hey change the whcl^aspcct of Ger¬
man affairs, hu' have no bearing upon the correctness of the
opinions we ha»^ expressed.

There has been a very petty sott of quarrel between the
Emperor of Acstria and one of hia minister*. Dr. Bach.
It appears that the young Emperor's personal firiend and fa-
?orite, Count UrOshi, is in the habit of attending all Cebi-

r.el councils whenever the Emperor is absent, and sometimes
of addressing the assembled minister*. On one of these oc¬

casions, the Count concluded his address with the lemsrk,
"that is my opinion, and in that sense I shall vote." Dr.
Bach, Minister of the Interior, immediately replied :
" My colleagues and myself are here assembled as the re-

. sponsible advisers of the Crown; until now we have never

. objected to your presence, as you attend here by the wi-<h of
' the Emperor, in older to inform him of the progreis and
< result of tbe deliberations which take place in his absence,
. nor have we objected tc any remarks which you have made
4 on these occa.-ion?; but when you express an intention of
. . voting' in a particular way, I feel it to be my duty, as a
' minister and a member of ihs Cabinet, to remind you that
" your exceptional position in these councils does not confer
' on you any direct influence over eur decisions; such a pro-
' ceeding on the part ot any person not a member of tbe min-
' istry, if peimi'ted, would at once overturn the whole consti-
' tutional machinery. We alone, the responsible advisers of
' the Crown, are responsible to public opinion for the measurej
' we may ad<>pt, and cannot therefore permit ourselves to be
' led astray by any improper influence. For myself, the ex-
' pression which you have been pleased to use compels me
' to enter the strongest protest against your being permitted
< lo address tbe council."
The narrative continues: "A discussionensued on this speech

of Bach's, in which the views of the Minister of the Interior
were strenuously supported by Count Giulay, the Minister of
War. Sj ?{>on as the sitting was concluded, Count Griinae
hicti him to his mwic.' I? complain of Bach. Hi* Imperial
Mujesty caused Bach to appear in the presence, and remon¬
strated with him very seriously on the views which he, as

Minister of the Interior, had expressed in the cabinet council.
The imperial dissatisfaction was conveyed to Count Gjul^yin a similar manner. Ba<;h r?!'iruea nome from his inter¬
view with the Emperor, and at once wrote a note demanding
his dismissal. This note was forwarded the same day to the
Einperor. The Emperor, somewhat startled at this sudden
demand, hurried with the note to his mother, the Archduchess
Sophia, who undertook to mollify Bach and induce him to
retain his office. Bach permitted himself to be soothed by
the ixnf>erial lady, and consented to her wishes."

This is a fair sample of the way in which affairs of state are

conducted in Vienns. The Emperor attempts to control the
decisions of his Ministers by the espionage and 'he dietitian
of a favorite; failing in thn, he runs like an affronted child
to his mother ; she soothes the imperial stripling, and restores

peace between bim and his offended Minister. Can, or

ought, such a system of managing the affairs of neaily
40,000,000 of human be'ngs be of long continuance }

Many conferences have lately taken place at Vienna be¬
tween Prince Schwartzenberg and the ambassadors of Prussia
and Ru-sia. The Bank of Vienna has just published a

return, showing that its notes in circulation amount to

£24,386,135 sterling, and its bullion and coin to £3,111,399.
Letters from Home of the 1st instant, state that French

troops were on the point of inarching for Vellotri, to receive
the Pope with all honors.
The dispute between England and Gheece is yet unset¬

tled, and various tumors are in circulation about it.
The Russian Government has for some time been ma¬

neuvering in the Daqubian principalities, with a view of hid¬
ing its determination to continue the occupation of those
Turkish dependencies. On the 1st of March the Russian
troops ought to have been reduced to 10,000 men ; they re¬

mained, however, to the number of 35,000. The King of
Denmark is stated to be dangerously ill. His death would
involve the affairs of northern Europe in greater intricacy than
ever, paiticularly as relates to the Sciileswig-Holstein
question.

3 o'clock..A division in the House of Commons
last night, on the county court extension bill, left
ministers in the minority of 67 against 144. Per¬
haps it cannot be said that the measure is altogether
a ministerial one, yet when it is considered' that in
the minority of 67 there were no fewer than 30
official votes included, it has very much the appear¬
ance of a Government question. The majority was
composed of 67 Liberals, 30 Radical Reformers,
and 47 Protectionists. The minority of 17 Whigs
and Liberals, 30 officeholders, 12 Protectionists,
and 9 Reformers. The Bishop of Exeter is cer¬

tainly in earnest, for the costs which he has incur¬
red Jin the Gorham case amount to no less than
£14,000. The Daily News is publishing a series
of articles on the Coal and Iron Trade of the United
States, based upon Mr. Bradford's observations on
those subjects, and the statistics supplied by the
pamphlet published by Mr. Child, of Philadelphia.
These articles will tend to disperse the errors un¬
der which some of our leading journalists, and
the bulk of the English people, labor upon these
subjects. At the Ironmasters' meeting held at Bir¬
mingham yesterday, it was represented that "the
tone of the market was gloomy," and the iron trade
of South Staffordshire as well as that of South
Wales was stated to be "entirely speculative."
Prices were regarded as " arbitrary," but quoted as
follows: Bars, £6; rods, £Q to £6 10s.; hoops,
£6 10s.; sheets £7 10s.t and pigs, £3 to £3 5s.
News from Paris represents the proceedings of the
Socialists at their electoral meetings as much more
violent than they were before the last election.

hondon Stock Exchange, 3 o'clock.
Consols for money 95 j to 95J
Consols for account (9th May) 95J to 96

Paris Bourse, April 11.
5 per Cents 89fr. 45 ct.

3 " .. 55 fr. 60 ct.
Bank of Franc i 2,160 frs
At the Havre Cotton Market yesterday, sales were effected

of 800 tales; the demand was more regular, but without
any material change in price.
Take the following as a sample of a London day, as re

spects the weather : At 8 in the morning, cloudy with spring
showers; 10, bright arid clear sunshine ; 12, cloudy and heavy
rain; 1, the atmosphere is s» murky and dark that candles
were necessary to see to read or write, even in tolerably open
situations; at 2 P. M., heavy rain and thunder; at 3, bright
clear sky and pure atmosphere.

FOREIGN ITEMS.

The Rev. Ca*on Bowles, the poet, whose controversy
with Byron may be recollected by many, died at Salisbury,
in England, on the 7th ultimo, at the advanced age of 89.

Accounts from Ru'sia announce that M. Bodisco, Minis¬
ter of th>? t'zir to the United States, instead of being banished
10 Siberia, has been decorated by the Emperoi with the grand
cross of <be order of VValdimar.

Marlborough House, the residence of the late Queen Dow¬
ager, Las been given by her Majesty to tho Prince of Wales.
The Prince, however, is too young to have a " household "

of his own, and the Vernon pictures are to ornament the
empty bouse until the Prince shall bo of age, or the National
Gallery shall have been eniargid to receive them.
The Norfolk Chronicle announces that Dr. Wolf has vol¬

unteered to Lady Franklin to accompany the expedition to
the north pole, or to go by land with the Esquimaux^
amongst whom some of his countrymen are missionaries, in
search of Sir John Franklin.
An American churn has bten exhibited before the Lord

Mayor of London, which in ten minutes produced four pounds
of butter from four quarts of cream.

Major General Smith (E. I. C. S ) has arrived in Eng¬
land, after having served fifty-three years without having once

quitted India.
Among the effects sold last week at the Queen's house,

Lyndhurst, "the celebrated roat worn by the late Duke of
York at the visit of the allied sovereigns to England, said to
have rojt £154 pounds, and presented by his royal Highness
to the late T. White, Esq." was bought at £85.

There is at present residing in Southampton, England, an
old man named Wade, the last survivor of Cspt. Cook's com¬

panions in bis voyages round the wbrld. He is nine'y-nine
years of age, and is in possession of all his faculties. He was

present at Capt. Cook's death, and himself received a spear-
wound from one of tbe Islanders.
The Emperor of Morocco has sent some native African

animals and bints as presents to Queen Victoria. They con¬
sist of a lion, lioness, tiger, five gazelles, and two pairs of
ostriches.

It is stated in the Berliner Allgemeine Kirehen Zeitung
that the Jews have obtained a firman from the Porte granting
them permission to build a temple on Mount Zion. The pro¬
jected edifice is lo equal Solomon's Temple in magnificonce.
Millions of money an raid to have been collected for the pur¬
pose in America alone..N. Y, Evening Putt.

FROM OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENT.

Paris, April 11, 1850.
During the last week a highly interesting discus¬

sion has occupied for two days the Assembly, the
Press, and the salons. It was in reference to a bill
regulating the punishnlent of depor'ation or exile.
The uncertain state of politics in France, the exas¬
peration of parties, tending, as is not permitted to
doubt, to violent collision, of very doubtful issue,
give to this question an actuality which explains
the interest it excited. Every public man arfd
almost every private man feels that it is a personal
concern of his own.that the law made to-day
might very possibly be applied to its authors to¬
morrow. A curious slate of things exists in France'
respecting the penalty in question. Article 17 of
the penal code defines deportation to consist in the
being transported and residing for life in a place
determined by the law without the continental ter¬
ritory of the kingdom. The pain, applied to ordi¬
nary offences, has had place, in the statute-book
since 1791, and applied to political offences since
1810. But the fact is that the place which was t<»
have been designated by a subsequent law * r theresidence of the condemned, never ^'d8 been so de¬
signated ; to eiiect that, under the empire,those who incurred this pain were coufined in the
fort of Chalet Castel: and since then either in the
citadel of Mount St. Michel, or of Doullens, within
the limits of France., It is in the latter that Bar-
bes, Blanqui, and the other insurgents of May and
June are now imprisoned. By the terms of the
present bill it is proposed that deportation and con¬
finement in a fortress shall be applied in all cases
of political crimes which, prior to the abolition of
capital punishment for political offences, were pun¬ished with death. The bill designates the fortress
of Vaithan, in the Marquesas Islands, as the placeof confinement. Simple deportation without im¬
prisonment is awarded in cases where there are
declared to be extenuating circumstances. The
Island of ISkmkahiva is designated as the place of
banishment. The committee is of opinion that
simple deportation may be legally applied to the
actual prisoners of Doullens. The pain already
existed; they were condemned to suffer it. The
present law only designates the place of punish¬
ment, and will not therefore be liable to objection
as an ex postfacto law. Confinement in the for¬
tress of Vaithan cannot be applied to them : this is
an aggravation of previous legislation.
The principal speaker against the bill was Victor

Hugo. This gentleman, this splendid orator, this
magnificent genius is henceforth lost, I am grieved to
say, to the cause of order. It is a thousand pitiesthat he, that Lamartine, that any men of their tem¬
perament, should be tempted to descend from the
ethereal element in which they find their propermode of existence, to swim in the troubled sea of
politics. Poets are not made of the same stuff with
statesmen, and never attempt to play their part with¬
out quickly showing their incompetence and unfit¬
ness. Hoe handles and plough frames are not
made of mahogany. Gold and silver have their
uses, but you cannot make an axe with them. La¬
martine has been fully tried, and found sadly
wanting in the practical qualities which an active,
successful, and useful participation in political af¬
fairs requires. With a genius, a patriotism, and, I
may add, an honesty which none question, there
are probably not a hundred men in France who
would be willing' again to place the helm of State
in his hands, unless it were with the,hope and con¬
fidence of soon, by means of him and because of
him, reaching a crisis, which might bring about, in
spite of him, the triumph of a cause which Lamar¬
tine little thought and little desired to serve. Vic¬
tor Hugo is affording another illustration. Seizing,
or rather seized by a great and generous idea, it is
the fault of these ardent imaginations to. seek its
immediate realization, taking no account-of the thou¬
sand practical considerations which the man of
mere talent and common sense perceives to render
immediate realization inexpedient or impossible.
Hugo had the misfortune to deliver in the As¬
sembly last January a most able and eloquent
speech on the public education bill. The views
he took, and which I thought no less wisely taken
than eloquently and forcibly exposed, differed, the
clerical party would tell you, toto ccelo from these
advocated by the Ministry and the majority. He
opposed the priestly or jesuitical influence in the
University, which he said had ever been detestable,
and would ever be pernicious. That speech was

hypocritically lauded to the skies by the whole
Left. The Montagnards made the orator the ob¬
ject of an ostentatious and noisy ovation. Previ¬
ously there had been no sympathy between Hugoand the Mountain ; he had ever been ranked and
hated as belonging to the liberal but sincere and
firm friends of order, having no communion with
the men of the barricades. But the Left thought
the moment favorable to establish this communion.
They skilfully improved it. They wished to pain
this magnificent orator, one of the greatest41 illus¬
trations " of France, to their cause: and they
commenced a course of artful perfidious wooing,
which, alas ! has ended in his seduction. His for¬
mer friends, it must be admitted, but too well pro¬
moted the alienation of Hugo by their intolerance
and abuse. They called him deserter and traitor
even before he had descended from the tribune in
January ; they jeered and twitted him with the ap¬
plause elicited from the Mountain; a hundred
voices from the Right and Centre shouted, " Yes,
yes!" when the orator asked if he was " sus¬

pected" by them? From that moment Hugo has
been retiring more and more to the Left: and his
speech of Friday last proves that he has only a
few more paces to take before arriving at the sum¬
mit of the Mountain. Excepting its poetry and
frequent bursts of eloquence, which but one orator
in the House could equal, his speech of Friday
might well have come from Jules Favre or Ledru
Rollin. He summoned all his powers against the
deportation bill. From the beginning to the end he
was momently interrupted by the murmurs and
protestations of the Right, and the plaudits of the
Left. Repeatedly the President was compelled to
call the Right to order. V. Hugo declared that the
bill was in fact a re-establishment of the pain of
death for political offences, which it was a chief
glory of the revolution of February to have abol¬
ished, and which Government dared not expressly
to restore: only instead of one executioner there
would be three.a murderous climate, exile, impri-
sonm«pt. And upon whom was it intended to ap¬
ply this exceedingly cruel law? Upon men con¬
demned for the most uncertain of all offences, po¬
litical offences; by the most uncertain of all justices,
political justice. Upon men, criminal in the eyes
of some, heroes in the eyes of others. He declar¬
ed that acclimatization was impossible for the Eu¬
ropean under the circumstances in which the con¬
victs would be placed. The pain proposed was

less terrible in appearance, more horrible in fact,
than death in the ordinary mode.

«. Gentlemen of the majority, do you know what you are

doing f You are decreeing vengeance ! You ahall receive
it! You carry all belore you now s you are the airongeat
to-day. Are you aure of being ao to-morrow."
A voicefrom the Right. " No, if many deaert us aa you

have done."
V. Hugo. " There ia no telling upon whom thia law will

.oon l>e applied. Peihapa at thia wry moment it isyouraelvea
that I am defending againat ynursel*f«."
A iother voicefrom the Right. " Thank you ; don't give

youraelf the wouble."
V. Hugo. " In certain ev<nt«, unfortunately very possi¬

ble, you cannot aay what your own law will do with you.
Reflect! My God ! you are abutting your eyta to the future.
Will you rhut them too on ih» paat ?"

The Right. " Ho ia Irjing to frighten ua. We will not
yukl.;:

V. Hugy.%" Gentlemen, your law is bad, barbarous, in¬iquitous. Your wisiom, your humanity will, I believe, re¬
ject it. When men mingle injustice in . law, God putajustice there; and they who have made it are amitteo. We
have a new society to produce from the womb of the old so¬
ciety. I am one of those who would fain not sacrifice either
mother or child. Ah ! we have not time to hate one another.
Hate spends force ; and of all ways of spending force, that is
the worst. Let us, on the contrary, unite all our efforts for
a common end.the good of the country. Instead of pain¬fully elaborating* laws of irritation and animosity, which ca¬
lumniate their very authors, let us seek, unitedly and cordi¬
ally as brothers, a solution of the fearful problem of civiliza¬
tion which is befbre us, and which contains, according as we
perform our duty, the most deplorable catastrophes or the
most magnifictnt future."

At the close of his speech a burst of applause,long, loud, and universal, rose from the Left, andwith one accord all the members of that side of theHouse rose and descended into the passage to feli¬citate the orator oa his descent from the tribune,i'he sitting tyas suspended for half an hour. Let
rot uo justice to M. Hugo. I do not believe that
there is a more sincere, honest, and conscientious
member of the Assembly. He is no violent and
bloody Revolutionist ; he is not of, though temporarily
among, the unscrupulous men of violence, the chiefs of the
ultra Republican party j and he would shrink with horror
from their contact, if by the unhappy concurrence of circum¬
stances, artfully made te operate upon his generous but sen¬
sitive disposition, he were not prevented from seeing them,
their means, and their end', in their veritable light.
M. Rouheb, Minister of Justice, in a few plain remarks,

did justice upon the brilliant phrases of the poet who preceded
him. Experience had proved, he said, and was every day
proving, that something more severe, intimidating, terrible,
than confinement in a fort within the territory of France, wa»

necessary to meet the exigencies of the actual situation. The
condemned laughs at your sentence for life. He awaits, be
expects the triumph of his party, when the prison doors will
instantly burst open for his deliverance. He still labors for
this triumph. He provokes it by inflammatory appeals to the
public through the press, against which the law is powerless,
for its pains are exhausted. In fact, the condemned insur¬
gents, suffering as they have hitherto suffered, the penalty of
their crime, are Etill the most formidable promo'ers of insur¬
rection. It was absolutely necessary to put a stop to this.
They must be made to feel that if condemned for life they will
suffer for life. They must be removed from the sympathy of
family and friends, before whom, to the great danger of society,
they are ever presenting themselves as mirtyrs in the cause
of the people. Society cannot exist upon such conditions.
These arguments appear to me unanswerable. The present
system is a mere mockery. There is no tenor in it. Im¬
prisonment, as heretofore practised, is even coveted as a means
of amassing a sort of political capital, which, when they shall
be released, (and they all expect to be released,) will be uti¬
lized in the clubs, and made to avail them for political pre¬
ferment. De Flotte, one of the successful candidates of last
month in Paris, is a signal illustration. An insurgent ofJune,
1848, a pardoned tenant of the p'ison-ships, under sentence
of perpetual deportation, he is now, not in spite of that, but
because of that, a member of the Rational Assembly.

Admiral Dutetut Thouabs ascended the tribune after M.
Rouher, and bore the most positive testimony in favor of the
climate of the Marquesas. It was he who took possession of
the islands in the name of France. The islands to which it
is proposed to transport convicts are known to us by the name*
of Nukahiwa, or Federal island, and Wahuga, or Washing¬
ton island. They belong to the Washington groupe of the
Mer:dana Archipelago.
The Assembly decided by a vote or 431 to 217 that the

bill should pass its second reading. Among those who ab¬
stained from voting upon the occasion, it is curious to note
Fer. Barrot, Antoine Bonaparte, Briffiult, Ney do Moscowa,
Col. Ney, Persigny, all intimate friends or personally con¬
nected with the President, De Remusit, Rochejaquelin.
Among those who voted for the bill I see the names of Qdilon
Barrot, Gustave de Beaumont, Gen. Changarnier, Gen. La-
moricire, Gen. Bedeau ; among those who votrd against it
Francois Arago, Napoleon Bonaparte, Pierre Bonaparte, Gen.
Cavaignac, Lamartine, Mauguin,Gavini,and Gen. Montholon.

Emile Girardin, editor of the Presse, which is now the
leading organ of the Socialist Republican party, professca
to be so enraptured with Hugo and his speech, that he
is having, at his own expense, a medal struck in honor of
the one and commemorative of the other.
The discussion of the deportation bill and the strong majo¬

rity which seems dstermined to pass it, have, it is said,
stricken terror into the clubbists. Many of them even urge
another appeal to physical force rather than see the project
become law. This cause of popular irritation is added, at the
present moment to another, viz. the rigorous measures for
summary elimination from the city of some four or five thou¬
sand vagabonds and discharged convicts, who rob and murder,
and, ever ready for insurrection, hold the knife, as it were,

constantly upon the throat of Society. I he last number
of the Kapulcon, a little weekly, known to be whiten under
the eye, if not with the jien of the President of the Republic,
devotes one of its articles to this subject, and to the numeroua

foreign politcal refugees who find shelter in Paris, and have over
furnished a strong quota to the force of French emeute¦ The
determination of the Ministry to get rid of these eviis is avowed.
It was intended to ask a special law to this end, but the fear of
waking the ire of the press inductd a postponement of this
bill, until it should be ascertained that existing legislation is
insufficient.

It is announced that Ministers have determined not to preaa
until some time next month their new bill for the absolute in¬
terdiction of clubs during another year, and giving the police
discretionary control over electoral meetings.

Commercial affaire, not in Paris only, but throughout
France, have languished senaibly since the elections in the
capital last month. This is admitted even by those who argue
that the definitive triumph of the advanced republican party
would bo surely and speedily followed by revival of confidence
and general prosperity. They atuibute the decline to studied
effort on the part of reactionists to prcduco a panic which
should operate politically. A momentary stupor did certainly
seizo upon all the conservative classes after the 10th of March.
But it was not of long duration : for the elections in (he de¬
partments were, upon the whole, encoui aging ; anutbt rigor
with which the President, in concert with the parliamentary
majority, seemed determined to act against the Socialist De-

^

mocrats, tended to re-assure the timid, and restore movement
to commercial affairs. The effect of the elections upon busi¬
ness and society in Paris, especially, was much exaggerated.
Some of the wealthy and noble foreigners who, in ordinary
times, abound in this pleasure-loving capital, did, panic
atricken, demand their passports; but the numerous and
splend'd equipages which every afternoon enliven the Champs
Elynccs, the gay and brilliant promenaders who throng the
Boulevards and the public gardens, the parties and balls
which, though the season may be said to be over, still con¬
tinue, show that Paris has not suffered so much as was repre¬
sented. Indeed, intelligent persons, the most dispoted to re¬

gard the Socialist triumph of the IOth of Ma^ch aa a grave
fact, and of ominous imp >rt for the future, did not apprehend
the immediate violence and anarchy which would counsel
flight to the prudent.
The last commercial reports show that the price of grain ie

still falling, and the abundant crops which are every where
anticipated make it impossible to put a limit to the decline.
By the tabular statement of the price of wheat in thirty of
the principal French markets, prepared at the end of each
month, under the eye of Government, to regulite the dutiee
of importation and exportation, it appears that the average
price the 1st of this month was 14f. 04c. the hectolitre, (2j
bushels ) The cold which prevailed in the eoulh during the
last fortnight of Ma-ch has much injured the vine, the olive,
mulberry, and fruit treea. The prices of olive oil, silks, and
dried fruits are expected to rise in consequence.
A general Council of Agriculture, Manufactures, and < om-

merce, the first that has been held since 184«, was opened
four days sincc at the Luxembourg palace, by the President
of the Republic in person. In hia addrcw he allud.d to the

UnguUhing condition of the great inter, its which bad called
the counul together; attributed it to the iotfeb.lity of po'utcal
affairs and general want cf confidence in the f iture ; and he
invoked the aid of all sensible men to give Government the

strength that*was indispensable to maintain order and the

supremacy of law. With the aid of the Assembly he would


